GREAT    ACQUITTALS

prolonged trial at Northampton Assizes. Once again he
cited that most valuable judgment in " Rex v. Bateman "
in which the Lord Chief Justice stated that " . . . in order
to establish criminal liability, the facts must be such that
the negligence of the accused went beyond the mere matter
of compensation between subjects, and showed such a
disregard for the life and safety of others as to amount
to a crime against the State. . . ."

Sk Henry had made a great effort at the first hearing to
induce the magistrates to say that there was no case to go
to the jury. He had then urged that it should go for trial
at the Old Bailey, but again he failed and secured the
acquittal after a magnificent address in which he said:
" . . . Forty miles an hour sounds a good deal more in
a court of justice than it does when you are upon the road.
Not so many years ago 10 miles an hour was considered
fast; then 20 miles an hour was the speed limit; now 30
miles an hour in built-up areas is the speed limit; 40 miles
sounds a good deal more than it really is with modern cars
and modern brakes."

Another fine defence was made on behalf of a former
Chief of Police in Tanganyika, who was charged with
manslaughter. The coroner had received many communi-
cations, and Sir Henry rightly emphasized that the prosecu-
tion depended entirely upon circumstantial evidence.
" Circumstantial evidence is sometimes stronger than
direct evidence," he said. "But I suggest that in this
case you have seen a terrible example of what may go
wrong."

All these were important and remunerative cases, but
from the point of view of legal interest, of paramount im-
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